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SUBJECT: BUSINESS PROPOSALS: COORDINATION MINISTER SAYS GOG 
DECISION IS STILL PENDING ON LAVRION POWER PROJECT 

REF: ATHENS 6241 

1 . 1 CALLED ON COORDINATION MINISTER MITSOTAKIS TODAY, JULY 27, 
ACCOMPANIED BY ECON OFFICER, TO DETERMINE IF THE LAVRION POWER 
PROJECT MIGHT STILL BE OPEN FOR A U.S. BID (SEE REFTEL). I 
NOTED THAT WHILE PRESS REPORTS HAD INDICATED GOG HAD DECIDED 
TO PURCHASE A 300-MEGAWATT OIL-FIRED UNIT FROM THE USSR, A 
GROUP OF US COMPANIES WAS PREPARED TO OFFER A BETTER QUALITY 
PLANT, AT A COMPETITIVE PRICE, WITHIN THE TIME FRAME REQUIRED 
BY THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

2. MITSOTAKIS SAID THAT CONTRARY TO PRESS REPORTS THE GOG HAD 
NOT RPT NOT AWARDED THE PROJECT TO SOVIETS. INDEED, A DECISION IS 
STILL PENDING ON WHETHER TO BUILD ANOTHER OIL-FUELED POWER 
PLANT AT LAVRION. MINISTER OF INDUSTRY FAVORS THE LAVRION 
PROJECT BUT PPC PREFERS TO CONTINUE WITH ITS LIGNITE DEVELOP 
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MENT PLANS AT MEGALOPOLIS. MITSOTAKIS SAID GREECE WOULD MOVE 
AHEAD ON THE LAVRION PROJECT ONLY IF GOG DECIDES TO POSTPONE 
THE MEGALOPOLIS PROJECT FOR SOME TIME. THIS DECISION WILL BE 
MADE BY AUGUST 10 AT THE LATEST. IF GOG DECIDES TO GO AHEAD 
WITH LAVRION PROJECT, MITSOTAKIS SAID US AND OTHER FIRMS 
WOULD BE WELCOME TO BID. 
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3. MITSOTAKIS SAID HE PERSONALLY WAS CONVINCED THAT AMERICAN 
AND OTHER WESTERN FIRMS CAN OFFER A BETTER POWER PLANT THAN 
THE USSR. AT THE SAME TIME, GREECE WISHES TO FOLLOW AN OPEN 
ECONOMIC POLICY TO PERMIT THE USSR AND OTHER BLOC COUNTRIES AT 
LEAST TO DISCUSS SUCH PROJECTS. MITSOTAKIS STRESSED THAT 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE USSR ON THE LAVRION PROJECT HAD BEEN 
SIMPLY SOUNDINGS AND THAT NO COMMITMENTS WERE MADE. 

4. COMMENT: MITSOTAKIS' COMMENTS ON THE LAVRION PROJECT 
CONTRADICT BOTH THE PRESS STATEMENTS ISSUED EARLIER THIS MONTH 
IN HIS OWN NAME AND THE INFORMATION WE GOT FROM PPC DIRECTOR 
ANGELOPOULOS REPORTED IN REFTEL. MITSOTAKIS' 

EARLIER PRESS STATEMENTS APPARENTLY TRIGGERED A REACTION 
IN THE PPC AND OTHER MINISTRIES RESULTING IN THE CURRENT 
REVIEW OF THE SITUATION. WHATEVER THE CAUSE OF THE 
CONFUSION, WE ARE PLEASED THAT AMERICAN FIRMS WILL HAVE A 
CHANCE TO BID SHOULD THE GOVERNMENT DECIDE TO GO AHEAD WITH 
THE LAVRION PROJECT. 

MILLS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ENERGY, PROPOSALS (BID), PROGRAMS (PROJECTS) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ATHENS06417 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780310-0215 
Format: TEL 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978071 1/aaaaajjh.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7f7d566b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 ATHENS 6241 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1860611 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BUSINESS PROPOSALS: COORDINATION MINISTER SAYS GOG DECISION IS STILL PENDING ON LAVRION POWER PROJECT 
TAGS: BPRO, ENRG, GR, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7f7d566b-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



